PUBLIC WORKS PROJECT
Critical Mass for the Visual Arts invites artists from the St. Louis metropolitan area to submit an
idea or concept that you would like to explore though a temporary outdoor work of art for
Downtown St. Louis in the area supported by the Gateway Arch Park Foundation (described
below). The selected artist will receive up to $10,000 to realize his/her idea for the summer/fall
of 2018. Submissions are due Monday, March 5, 2018.
HOW DOES IT WORK?
An artist or artist team will be selected based on a two-phase process.
In this first phase, artists are invited to submit credentials and a preliminary written idea or concept for a project. From
these submissions, the jury will select up to three finalists.
In the second phase, the three finalists will be invited to develop a full concept proposal and present it to the jury.
Finalists will be awarded a stipend of $250. The final selection will be based upon the concept proposal.
THEN WHAT?
The selected artist will be awarded up to $10,000 to design, produce and install and de-install a public artwork.
Additional support will be provided by Critical Mass, as needed, including documentation, marketing, site permission
and permitting. The maximum duration of the project is six months, though works can be installed for a shorter period
of time, including an event-based or episodic project.
WHAT IS THE SITE?
The work can be sited in the area of Downtown St. Louis that is supported by the Gateway Arch Park Foundation, a
nonprofit conservancy organization. This area includes Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, Kiener Plaza and the
Mississippi Riverfront (map attached).
Projects proposed for Jefferson National Expansion Memorial may be sited, as appropriate, at the Old Courthouse,
Luther Ely Smith Square and the Gateway Arch and must demonstrate a connection to the significance and purpose of
the National Park:
•

•
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Thomas Jefferson’s vision of the West as a land that would foster and sustain democratic values shaped by the
United States law and policy including the Louisiana Purchase and the Lewis and Clark expedition, enabling
westward expansion in the 19th century.
The Gateway Arch acts as a symbol for westward expansion in the 19th century, an unprecedented and rapid
migration of people into the Trans-Mississippi West. The Gateway Arch is a symbol of hope, opportunity and
religious freedom for some, and cultural clashes, environmental destruction, and forceful removal of American
Indians for others.

•
•
•
•
•

The design and scale of the Gateway Arch, and its integration with its setting, make the Arch one of the world’s
architectural, artistic and engineering marvels.
The Dred Scott decision is a significant event in United States history that highlighted the potential expansion of
slavery into the American West and helped exacerbate regional tensions that led to the Civil War.
The architecturally significant Old Courthouse was a crucible for change that galvanized the struggle for civil rights,
justice, freedom and equality
The American West is both a symbol and a physical reality that attracts people from all over the world and continues
to shape national identity.
St. Louis’ strategic location near the confluence of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers made it a logical hub for
exploration, commerce, transportation, military activities, and cultural encounters during the 19th century.

Projects proposed for Kiener Plaza and the Mississippi Riverfront do not need to demonstrate a connection to these
ideas.
WHO CAN APPLY?
The Public Works Project is open to artists or artist teams who reside and/or work in the St. Louis area (within 100 miles
of downtown). MFA students who are in the final year of their MFA are eligible, as long as the work is not part of coursework or under the direction of an instructor.
OK, I’M INTERESTED. WHAT DO I SUBMIT?
Please submit, no later than March 5, 2018:
1. A Letter of interest (no more than two pages) summarizing the idea you are interested in developing, the
relationship to your practice as a whole, and the relationship of the work to the public realm. The letter should
identify a site or the type of site that you would like to install or present your work. Please do not send renderings.
2. A resume / CV of no more than three pages.
3. Images: Up to 10 JPG images of previous works. Or, you may choose to submit 5 images and up to two websites
and/or videos (60 second clips only). Videos may be MP4 files or web links.
4. A numbered list of images to coincide with numbered JPGs: number, artist, title, date, media, dimensions,
cost/budget and a brief summary (up to 30 words) of the piece.
Applications from collaborations/teams of two or more artists will be accepted. Artist teams may submit a resume/cv for
each team member and a total of 15 images of past work or 8 images and three websites and/or video clips.
Image File Format: Images must be submitted as JPG files and be less than 1 MB each (or as close as possible). “High
quality” files at 300 dpi, no more than 1920 pixels on the longest side, are recommended for best viewing by the jury.
Image File Labeling: Files must be titled with a number indicating the viewing order, followed by the artist’s last name.
Use “0” in front of single digit numbers. Example: 01Smith; 02Smith.
All materials must be submitted electronically to: stlcriticalmass@yahoo.com
Attachments can total no more than 5MB in a single e-mail. If necessary, please divide images into multiple e-mail
messages or use Dropbox, Hightail or a similar file sharing service.
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WHAT WILL THE JURY BE LOOKING FOR?
We will ask the jury to consider the following questions as they review of the submissions.
•
•
•
•

Does the artist clearly express the idea that he/she is interested in exploring? Is there clarity of vision and purpose in
relation to the artist’s practice?
Is the proposed idea innovative and creative?
Does the artist articulate an interest in working in public space?
Does the artist’s body of work demonstrate high artistic quality? An ability to execute an artwork in public space?

WHAT IS THE TIMELINE?
•
•
•
•

March 5, 2018 – Applications due
March, 2018 – finalists notified
May, 2018 – finalists submit concepts and final selection
August to December, 2018 – exhibition timeframe

QUESTIONS?
Call or email Meridith McKinley: 314-735-9268 or mckinley@viapartnership.com.
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PROJECT AREA
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